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                For help, call 1-800-247-8035 or find resources near you by visiting OVS Resource Connect.


            


        
                                
        
                        
        
            
                
            

            
                                
                    Click Exit Site if you need to leave the page immediately for your safety. 
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            Provides critical services and support – treating crime victims and their families with the compassion and dignity they deserve.
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                     Helping Victims Become Survivors
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              Office of Victim Services may be able to help with medical and counseling bills, funeral costs and other expenses.
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              New York State has a long commitment to assisting crime victims and their families and advocating for their rights.
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              Support from a victim advocate, help with medical bills make a difference.
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            A CRITICAL SAFETY NET FOR VICTIMS, THEIR FAMILIES SINCE 1966

      

      

      
            Compensation

      
            OVS provides substantial financial relief to eligible crime victims and their families. The agency pays medical and dental bills; counseling costs; funeral and burial expenses; crime scene clean-up cost; lost wages and support, among other assistance. New York is the only state in the country with no limit on reimbursement for medical bills or counseling, which means individuals receive help for as long as they need it.



      
  



      
            Advocacy and Support across New York State

      
            To further the rights, interests and support of crime victims, OVS funds a network of victim assistance programs providing direct services, such as counseling, legal help, emergency shelter for domestic violence victims, across the state. Crime victim advocates meet men, women and children in crisis, help them navigate the criminal justice process and work to ensure their rights are protected and their voices heard.



      
  



      
            Education and Outreach

      
            OVS facilitates communication and coordination with other federal, state, and local governmental agencies and victim advocacy organizations. The agency also supports victim service professionals, providing training and resources that allows them to enhance their skills and resources that emphasize the importance of caring for themselves. While advocacy work is extremely rewarding, it also can be stressful and challenging.
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                                    New Law Expands Access to Compensation Effective Dec. 31, 2025

                
                
                    January 18, 2024 
                

                
                                                                                            
                          A new law that expands eligibility for victim compensation funding will take effect on Dec. 31, 2025. The law removes the requirement that victims provide...
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                                    Office of Victim Services Announces Leadership Team Promotions

                
                
                    July 7, 2023 
                

                
                                                                                            
                          Office of Victim Services Director Elizabeth Cronin is pleased to announce the following promotions of several employees, each of whom now serve on the agency’s...
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                    October 17, 2022 
                

                
                                                                                            
                          Tailored Search Engine Developed by Woman-owned, Monroe County-based ConcernCenter Connects Individuals with Location-Specific and Need-Based Resources


New York State Office of Victim Services Director Elizabeth...
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