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	October 1, 2015
Message from Director Elizabeth Cronin,
[bookmark: _GoBack]For almost 30 years, Domestic Violence Awareness Month has been observed as a way to “Shine the Light” on this serious issue.  During the month of October, we mourn those who have died as a result of domestic violence, celebrate the survivors and connect and support those who work to end the violence. 
Because of the attention drawn to this issue, the public now has a better understanding that domestic violence affects everyone – the victims, their families and friends, our communities, businesses and schools.  Great strides have been made through legislation like the Violence Against Women Act, public awareness campaigns such as “Take Back the Night” and OPDV’s “Don’t Do Nothing,” training of law enforcement and enhanced funding for domestic violence programs and advocates. We are making progress but there is much to be done.  
Please help to raise awareness by joining with the New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence in Shining the Light on Domestic Violence this October by turning the State purple!  In its 8th year, this campaign encourages everyone to wear purple clothing and ribbons and illuminate buildings with the color that symbolizes the fight against domestic violence.  We hope that everyone will wear purple on October 21 to emphasize that there is no excuse for abuse. 
OPDV offers a toolkit with many resources that are available for free download such as suggestions for ways you can go purple, posters, brochures and wallet cards you can print and give out, sample press releases and much more. Visit http://www.opdv.ny.gov/public_awareness/campaigns/shinethelight/shinethelight-current.html for a list or resources and photos from previous years. 
[image: Shine the Light on Domestic Violence! October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month]

Alfred E. Smith State Office Building, 80 South Swan Street, Albany, NY 12210 │ 800-247-8035 │ovs.ny.gov

image2.jpeg




image1.emf

