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THE FOLLOWING IS A BROADCAST EMAIL TO ALL OVS FUNDED VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
Dear Colleague:

On June 19, 2013, the New York State Senate confirmed Governor Cuomo’s nomination of Office of Victim Services’ (OVS or Office) Director Tina M. Stanford, as Chairwoman and a member of the New York State Board of Parole.  As a result of this new opportunity, Ms. Stanford stepped-down from her position with the Office effective Wednesday, July 3, 2013.

Tina Stanford began her tenure with the predecessor of the OVS, as the Chairwoman of the Crime Victims Board (CVB) in June of 2007.  She oversaw the 2010 transformation of the CVB to the OVS and was crucial in the leadership of one of the nation’s oldest, continuing state victim compensation programs.  Her compassion, advocacy and leadership will surely be missed among our constituents, partners and staff.

Pursuant to the OVS Succession Plan, in the event of a vacancy of the office of Director, Counsel will become Acting Director and Counsel.  I have been Counsel to the agency since December of 2006, and worked closely with Tina since her first day with the CVB.  Even prior to coming to CVB I was involved in many crime-victim/criminal-justice focused projects – if it’s not already posted, my bio will be available on the public OVS website shortly.  Please be assured that the good work former Director Stanford began will continue.

I understand that any change is difficult – but I am hopeful we will all work to make this transition as easy as possible.  There is a school of thought among many that, “I am because we are.”  That is to say we’re not doing this work in isolation – we are all interconnected.  The good work each person does reflects well on all of us.
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Please continue to work any issues through your Grant Monitors and be assured that the OVS will remain true to its mission.  Working together we will assist those who have been impacted by crime in New York State to the best of our abilities.

John Watson, General Counsel

New York State Office of Victim Services

Alfred E. Smith State Office Building

80 South Swan Street, 2nd Floor

Albany, New York 12210-8002

(518) 457-8066

John.Watson@ovs.ny.gov
